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Research findings and discussion

- Distribution of error styles from “original scientific research” to
‘overseas news reports”

Error styles Errors (n) Proportion (%)
Inaccurate reference source or information 6 25
Misleading headline 28 11.5
Inaccuracies due to obtaining information

from personal communication 20 8.2

Less precise formulation 41 16.9
Treating speculation as fact 7 2.9
Omitting other important results 39 16

Omitting qualifications to findings 31 12.8

Omitting important aspects of the research 50 20.6
methods '
Over-generalizing findings 21 8.6

Total 243 100




Research findings and discussion

- Distribution of error styles from “overseas news reports” to “domestic
compiled science news”

Error styles Errors (n) Proportion (%)
Inaccurate reference source or information 2 1.1
Misleading headline 21 11.5
Inaccuracies due to obtaining information from 9 49
personal communication '
Less precise formulation 50 27.3
Treating speculation as fact 3 1.6
Omitting other important results 60 32.8
Omitting qualifications to findings 11 6
Omitting important aspects of the research
18 9.8
methods
Over-generalizing findings 9 49

Total 183 100
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Original scientific Overseas news reports
research 0 overseas to domestic compiled
DEWs reports science news
Error styles N % N %
(1) Inaccurate reference source or 6 25 2 1.1
information
2) Miskading headline 28 115 21 1.5
{3) Inaccuracies due 10 oblaining 20 82 9 49
information from personal
communication
{4) Less precise formulation 41 169 50 273
{5) Treating speculation as fact 7 29 3 16
(6) Omitting other important results 39 16 60 328
(7) Omitting qualifications to findings 3 128 1 6
(8) Omitting important aspects of the 50 206 18 9.8
rescarch methods
9) Over-generalizing findings 21 86 9 49
Total 243 100 183 100
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Dear Prof. Huang:

| have now received the reviews of your manuscript "Double media disasters in
non-western societies? - an analysis of compiled science news in Taiwan"
(PUS-12-0061).

Based on these reviews, | am sorry to say | have to reject your manuscript. The
analysis of

translation of foreign sicence news into a local public sphere could make for an
interesting

study, but to base it on a normative model of 'disaster' does not do justice to th
discussions of science communication in the last 20 years. Without a normative!
framework,

the study could be interesting for PUS: why do Taiwanese media report foreign
science

news the way they do? this is the real question.
Thank you for letting Public Understanding of Science consider your work.
Cordially,

Prof. Martin Bauer
Editor in Chief, PUBLIC UNDERSTANDING OF SCIENCE
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Double media distortions for science communication — an analysis of

‘compiled science news’ transforming in Taiwan
Chun-Ju Huang*

General Education Center, Chia-Yi, Taiwan
(Received 7 August 2012; accepted 13 August 2013)

Scientific news i one of the major resources that help the public to understand
new scientific knowledge. The latest technology in research and dewvelopment
primarily utilizes English as the language of communication in academic journals
and scientific communities Compiled science news therefore has become a major
agent for many non-Western societies to understand the latest technological
developments. For this reason, this study aimed to investigate the meaningful
change among transforming processes of imported science news from ‘original
scientific rescarch’ and ‘overseas news reports,” to ‘domestic compiled science
news.” The rescarch findings showed that scientific knowledge categories
of compiled science news in Taiwan appeared to be apparently unbalanced,
and the compiled skills present obvious weaknesses. Furthermore, more seriously
compiled science news in Taiwan has continually suffered from the ‘double media
distortion” syndrome. The first distortion appeared from the ‘original scientific
research’ to the “overseas news reports,” and the second was from the ‘overseas
news reports’ to the ‘domestic compiled science news” Such situations are very
different from the Western world and could also be a common problem for all
non-Western socicties

Keywords: non-Western society; compiled science news; imported science news
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